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Notes: Iran-contra Affair Investigation, May 27
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, May 29, 1987
May 27: Former Air Force colonel Robert C. Dutton informed the joint House-Senate committee
investigating the Iran-contra affair of details on how former National Security Council aide Lt. Col.
Oliver North directed the secret airlift munitions supply operation for the contras. Dutton, on-theground manager of the operation, said he understood that both he and North were working for
President Reagan. At the time, the use of federal funds and involvement of government personnel
in such an airlift had been banned by Congress. Dutton testified that for months the airlift had
been unable to get supplies to the contras because of inexperience and poor communications. On
several occasions, he said, a Salvadoran general who was unhappy about the operation, locked up
some of the planes. He also described bickering and feuding among operatives in Central America.
Dutton said he had reported these troubles to North on a daily basis. Dutton said North had told
him "we were working for the President of the US," adding, "you'll never get a medal for this, but
some day the President will shake your hand and thank you." In September 1986, Dutton added, he
prepared a photo album showing the airlift's planes and where drops had been made successfully,
and North was so pleased he said he wanted to "show it to his top boss." Dutton said he believed
this meant President Reagan. In other testimony, Dutton contradicted earlier testimony by retired
major general Richard Secord about a plan to sell or lease the airlift's planes and crews to the CIA
after Congress lifted the ban on aid to the contras last year and voted $100 million in aid to them.
Dutton said the idea to sell or lease the airlift, though they had been obtained with profits on arms
sales to Iran, came from Secord, his boss at Stanford Technology Trading Group International in
Virginia. But Secord testified three weeks ago that the plan was "Bob Dutton's, not mine." Sen.
Warren B. Rudman (R-NH), vice chairman of the Senate committee, said the difference in testimony
was important and indicated he believed Dutton. Secord has denied charges he was profiteering
from the Iran and contra operations. Additional testimony by Dutton follows: * An administrative
assistant at Stanford Technology had gone to Miami to pick up an envelope with $16,000 in cash
that she delivered to North. Dutton said he did not know what the money was for. The disclosure
followed reports last week that North had cashed nearly $2,500 in travelers checks apparently for
his personal use that had been intended for the contras. * CIA station chief in Costa Rica, known
as Tomas Castillo, had provided routine information on the location of contra units and tried to
help arrange airdrops to them. There was "no way" the operation could have succeeded, even to
the extent that it did, without help from these CIA officers, Dutton said. * Castillo and a US military
officer in Costa Rica arranged for two of Dutton's planes to be refueled at the international airport
in San Jose, Costa Rica, after trying to make drops in Nicaragua last year. Dutton said he could not
remember who paid for the fuel, but a congressional investigator said it may have been paid out of
CIA or US military funds, violating the congressional ban. Later in the day, Felix Rodriguez, who
served as a liaison between North's contra-supply operation and the Salvadoran authorities, and
who was one of the operatives who bickered with Dutton, said he had never discussed the operation
with Vice President George Bush. Other witnesses had raised the possibility that such a discussion
might have occurred. Bush has said he had no such conversation. Rodriguez described himself
as a dedicated anti-communist who worked for the CIA in Central America and elsewhere in the
1960s and 1970s. He said he returned to Central America in 1985 as an unpaid adviser to help the
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Salvadoran government in its war against insurgents. Rodriguez, who sometimes used the name
Max Gomez, began aiding the contra-supply operation at North's request. He said he never trusted
Secord or Dutton and, at one point, went to Washington to complain about them to North. He said
he was in North's office one day last year when Congress was debating the renewal of official aid
to the contras. At one point, he said, North pointed to the congressional debate on television and
remarked that "those people want me, but they can't touch me because the old man loves my ass."
President Reagan told foreign journalists that he had not been involved in illegal acts. He blamed
the press for creating a false impression that he had. (NEW YORK TIMES, 05/28/87)

-- End --
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